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From School Library JournalGrade 7 Up-In 1778, Becca Syng, 14, becomes Peggy Shippen's

maid and enters another world. For over a year, she assists Peggy in her revelry, culminating in

her mistress's marriage to General Benedict Arnold. Like the Arnolds, Becca is faced with

decisions about loyalty: to her country, to her family and, above all, to herself. This first-person

historical novel has some major problems. First, since Becca is not a direct participant in

Shippen-Arnold affairs, Rinaldi continually relies on the fortuitous overhearing of conversations,

chance meetings, and convenient letters to develop her plot. Too much history is crammed into

dialogue, and too much confiding in animals occurs to update readers. Second, the author

relies on talk, thought, and feelings at the expense of action. Consequently, the story drags.

Given Becca's age and inexperience, her perceptiveness is unrealistic; her overwrought

language is better suited to a Gothic romance. Finally, Shippen and Arnold are such

unpleasant characters that nothing excuses Becca's enduring them for so long. Their complex

personalities, apparent in adult biographies, are absent here-she's spoiled and manipulative

and he's merely a selfish egotist. This one-track approach not only does these individuals a

disservice, but it also becomes tedious to read.Ann W. Moore, Guilderland Public Library,

NYCopyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or

unavailable edition of this title.About the AuthorANN RINALDI is an award-winning author best

known for bringing history vividly to life. A self-made writer and newspaper columnist for twenty-

one years, Ms. Rinaldi attributes her interest in history to her son, who enlisted her to take part

in historical reenactments up and down the East Coast. She lives with her husband in central

New Jersey. Visit her online at www.annrinaldi.com.--This text refers to an out of print or

unavailable edition of this title.From BooklistGr. 7-10. In 1778, 14-year-old Becca Synge goes

to work as the personal maid for spoiled society beauty Peggy Shippen. The Britishÿ20are

occupying Philadelphia, and the self-absorbed Peggy is seen most often on the arm of dashing

Captain Andre. By the time the Britishÿ20decamp, Peggy's father is on the brink of ruin. It's

then Peggy meets theÿ20notorious General Benedict Arnold, and the rest is history. According

to Becca, who narrates the story, it was Peggy Shippen Arnoldÿ20who was responsible for her

husband's betrayal of the Americanÿ20Revolutionary cause. The historical context is

sometimes too obvious, and the word nigra, though a historically legitimate term, eventually

becomes distracting. But Rinaldi's evocation of the rip-roaring life and devil-be-damned

personality of Peggy Shippen, which forms the real core of the story, makes you want to find

out more about the people and the history--and that's certainly one of the goals of good

historical fiction. Janice Del Negro --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Book

DescriptionFirst paperback edition 19940-15-200879-9--This text refers to an alternate

kindle_edition edition.Review"This tale of treachery comes alive under [Rinaldi's] pen."--Kirkus

Reviews--This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Review"This tale of treachery

comes alive under [Rinaldi's] pen."--Kirkus Reviews--This text refers to an alternate

kindle_edition edition.Read more
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quarterly byTHE INCORPORATED TRUSTEES OF THE GOSPEL WORKER SOCIETY

UNION GOSPEL PRESS DIVISIONRev. W. B. Musselman, FounderThis material is part of the

“Christian Life Series,” copyright © 2022 by Union Gospel Press. All rights reserved. No portion

of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any means without written permission

from Union Gospel Press, except as permitted by United States copyright law. Edited and

published quarterly by The Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, Union Gospel

Press Division. Mailing address: P.O. Box 301055, Cleveland, Ohio 44130-0915. Phone:

216-749-2100.LOOKING AHEADThis quarter we are going to take the opportunity to study the

written correspondence between the church’s greatest theologian and one of its most troubled

congregations. There is no such thing as a perfect church, so there is always room for growth.

Therefore, the lessons in this series will challenge you as you consider how Paul’s rebukes and

counsel to the Corinthian church could apply to your own church life.The quarter is divided into

two units, the first of which will cover selected passages from I Corinthians. In lesson 1, Paul

rebukes the church for allowing itself to be divided over leadership. Lesson 2 shows that the

message of the cross of Jesus Christ is the central component of the ministry of the church

and the hope of the believer.In lesson 3, we will see that all work in the church is built upon the

foundation of Jesus Christ. Lesson 4 warns of the danger of sexual immorality and shows that

the church is the temple of the Holy Spirit. The focus of lesson 5 is showing compassion to

other people when exercising our liberty in Christ. Lesson 6 goes further into this idea as Paul

rebukes the Corinthians for gorging themselves at the community meal of the Lord’s Supper. In

lesson 7, we turn our attention to Easter as we read Paul’s incredible defense of the gospel

and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.In Unit II, we turn to II Corinthians as Paul’s

correspondence to this church continues. In lesson 8, we see that God is the God of all

comfort. Lesson 9 shows us that the new covenant of love that was given by Christ is superior

to the old covenant of law. Lesson 10 discusses the future hope that we all have coming in

heaven and gives a glimpse of the glory that awaits.Lesson 11 teaches us that we are

ambassadors for Christ and that there is no greater purpose in life than that. Our motivation to

be Christ’s ambassadors comes from God’s great love for us. Lesson 12 deals with spiritual

warfare and explains how the weapons of Christians are different from the weapons of the

world. Lesson 13 closes the unit and the quarter with a study of Paul’s heavenly vision and the

purpose behind the thorn in his flesh.This quarter will give us much food for thought as we see

how a church full of sinners should be living out the message of the gospel.—Robert

Ferguson, Jr.PLEASE NOTE: Fundamental, sound doctrine is the objective of The

Incorporated Trustees of the Gospel Worker Society, Union Gospel Press Division. The writers



are prayerfully selected for their Bible knowledge and yieldedness to the Spirit of Truth, each

writing in his own style as enlightened by the Holy Spirit. At best we know in part only. “They

received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those

things were so” (Acts 17:11).EDITORIALSNot Conformed but TransformedARNOLD

STUDEBAKERChristians are different. They are not the same as they used to be before they

met Jesus, and they are not the same as the nonbelievers around them. Like Christians today,

new believers in Paul’s day throughout the Roman Empire faced a steep learning curve as they

began to walk with Jesus.What makes Christians different? In Romans 12:2, Paul says, “Be not

conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind that ye may prove

what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”We see in this verse that a new

mind is essential to the difference. Christians think differently; they have different attitudes and

different values. Paul describes the pagans of the Roman world this way: “And even as they did

not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those

things which are not convenient” (Rom. 1:28). Today we understand “not convenient” as

referring to things that ought never to be done.The Christian knows God and seeks His will.

Paul assures the believers, “We have the mind of Christ” (I Cor. 2:16). The unbeliever, though,

disregards God and pursues his own worldly pleasure. Lacking a godly foundation, the

unbeliever’s thinking becomes wicked and debased.Christians have the mind of Christ because

of the presence of the Holy Spirit dwelling within. As Paul says of the church in I Corinthians

3:16, “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?”

Promised to every sinner who repents and trusts Jesus as Lord and Saviour (cf. Acts 2:38), the

Holy Spirit empowers Christians to be different.Because Christians think differently, they talk

differently and behave differently from unbelievers. In his letters, the apostle Paul taught

Christians specific examples of the differences. His teachings are still instructive.For instance,

in Galatians 5:22-23, Paul enumerates the fruit of the Spirit, namely: “love, joy, peace,

longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance.” God’s Holy Spirit within the

believer produces these attributes in the believer’s life.Paul contrasts the fruit of the Spirit with

the works of the flesh manifested by unbelievers. In Galatians 5:19-21 he mentions examples,

including adultery, idolatry, hatred, witchcraft, strife, murder, and drunkenness.The stark

contrast between the fruit of the Spirit and the works of the flesh illuminates the difference

between Christians and unbelievers. Says Paul, “And they that are Christ’s have crucified the

flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit” (vss.

24-25).Paul is sometimes very pointed in his instruction. In Ephesians 4 he says, “Put off … the

old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; and be renewed in the spirit of your

mind; and … put on the new man, which after God is created in righteousness and true

holiness. Wherefore, putting away lying, speak every man truth with his neighbor…. Let him

that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is

good, that he may have to give to him that needeth. Let no corrupt communication proceed out

of your mouth, but that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace to the

hearers” (vss. 22-25, 28-29).It is not always easy to be different, however. Because Christians

are different, they sometimes find themselves in conflict with the world. In His Sermon on the

Mount, Jesus warned His followers that they would be persecuted. He said, “Blessed are they

which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are

ye, when men shall revile you and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you

falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven: for so

persecuted they the prophets which were before you” (Matt. 5:10-12).We may feel honored

when Jesus refers to us as “the light of the world” (vs. 14). Yet we may be intimidated when He



says, “For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds

should be reproved” (John 3:20). We do not like to be hated! But when it happens, we are in

good company, for we are following Jesus.At the Last Supper, Jesus told His disciples, “If the

world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world

would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the

world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is

not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have

kept my saying, they will keep yours also” (John 15:18-20).Christians are different. We are not

of this world. We are called to challenge the world and to stand in contrast to the world.The

difference shows unbelievers that God has changed us. As Paul testified in II Corinthians 5:17,

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold,

all things are become new.” What a difference that is!LESSON 1MARCH 6, 2022SCRIPTURE

LESSON TEXTI COR. 1:1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God,

and Sosthenes our brother,2 Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are

sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of

Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:3 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our

Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.4 I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace

of God which is given you by Jesus Christ;5 That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all

utterance, and in all knowledge;6 Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you:7 So

that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:8 Who shall also

confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.9 God

is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.10 Now

I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same

thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the

same mind and in the same judgment.11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my

brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.12

Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I

of Christ.13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of

Paul?14 I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;15 Lest any should

say that I had baptized in mine own name.16 And I baptized also the household of Stephanas:

besides, I know not whether I baptized any other.Divisions in CorinthLesson Text: I Corinthians

1:1-16Related Scriptures: I Corinthians 10:31-33; I Corinthians 12:1-31TIME: A.D. 55PLACE:

from EphesusGOLDEN TEXT—“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye

be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (I Corinthians

1:10).IntroductionOne of the gravest dangers facing any church is division. Too many churches

have been destroyed by divisive factions who pridefully struggle for control and power. The

Corinthian church, the focus of our study this quarter, had several divisions that threatened its

health and existence. It seems that many of the people had favorite church leaders, which

caused them to divide into various camps.Church divisions are usually over lesser matters.

Most true believers are not divided over the fundamental aspects of our faith.Sadly, things often

get messy on matters of preference: styles of music, the number of services, and even the

color of the carpet. This week’s lesson teaches us that such tension in the church is unbiblical

and should be avoided at all costs. Our focus must be on proclaiming the gospel to the lost and

on worshipping the Lord. Love is the essential ingredient.LESSON OUTLINEGRATITUDE FOR

THE CHURCH—I Cor. 1:1-6GRACE IN THE CHURCH—I Cor. 1:7-9HARMONY IN THE

CHURCH—I Cor. 1:10-16Exposition: Verse by VerseGRATITUDE FOR THE CHURCHI COR.



1:1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our

brother,2 Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in Christ

Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our

Lord, both theirs and ours:3 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the

Lord Jesus Christ.4 I thank my God always on your behalf, for the grace of God which is given

you by Jesus Christ;5 That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in all utterance, and in all

knowledge;6 Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in you:Authority in Christ (I Cor.

1:1). As he did in many of his letters, Paul identifies himself as the author at the outset of the

epistle. There is no reason to question this, as this letter has been ascribed to Paul throughout

the entire two-thousand-year history of the church. In addition, the theology and writing style

clearly align with the rest of Paul’s epistles.{Paul asserts his divine calling as an apostle right

away,}Q1 and his God-given authority in that role is a persistent theme of this letter. He did not

appoint himself to be an apostle for Christ. In fact, he was a persecutor of the church before he

ever became an apostle (cf. Acts 7:58; 8:1-3; 9:1-5). He was called to be an apostle by the will

of God. He did not seek the appointment for himself, nor was he selected by a church

committee. He was selected by Christ Himself (cf. II Tim. 1:11).The general definition of an

apostle is “one who is sent.” But when Paul calls himself an apostle, he means more than that.

Apostles in the first-century church had a unique calling and were specially equipped to preach

the gospel, often accompanied by signs and wonders. {More important was the fact that Paul’s

apostolic authority enabled him to write the very words of Scripture, which meant his

messages had authority from God.}Q2Sosthenes is listed as a companion of Paul at the time

he penned this letter. Little is known of him. The ruler of the synagogue in Corinth was named

Sosthenes (Acts 18:17), and many scholars believe these men were one and the same.Saints

in Christ (I Cor. 1:2-3). The recipients of the letter, as stated by Paul, were the saints in Corinth.

These were people who were being sanctified in Christ Jesus. {To be sanctified means to be

made holy, set apart from evil, and devoted to God.}Q3 Every Christian is in the process of

being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. We are set apart for Christ once we are saved; then the

Holy Spirit sanctifies us through the finished work of Christ. We cannot sanctify ourselves, just

as we cannot save ourselves.{A saint is one who is called to be holy; therefore, all believers are

saints.}Q4 We are all linked together with everyone who calls on the name of Jesus, which

means there must be unity among believers. Fittingly, Paul addresses the Corinthians as saints

to prepare them for his rebuke by reminding them of their calling to holiness and unity in

Christ.As is typical in Paul’s letters, he opens this epistle with a prayer for grace and peace for

his audience. Grace and peace are like holy partners. Without God’s grace, we could never

attain the peace that only comes through Christ. It is also through this grace that we can find

peace in all our circumstances. We cannot survive without the grace and peace of

God.Gratitude in Christ (I Cor. 1:4). As we will see throughout this quarter, the Corinthian

church was far from perfect. Corinth was a city where immorality ran rampant, and the cultural

immorality penetrated the church as well.Nevertheless, although Paul often had stern rebukes

for this church, he never treated them as anything less than brothers and sisters in the Lord (cf.

Acts 18:8-10). He desired to bring them to obedience in Christ and strengthen their fellowship

with the Lord. He was grateful that God had poured out His grace on them through Jesus

Christ.Enriched in Christ (I Cor. 1:5-6). Paul wanted the Corinthians to be enriched in Christ in

every way, including in their speech and knowledge. Paul focused on these two things because

they were both highly revered in Corinth and had possibly become an area of pride for the

church members. He wanted them to understand that they were gifted in these areas only

because of God’s grace, not their own abilities.The testimony about Christ was made clear to



the Corinthians through the preaching of Paul when he came to that city. They received the

gospel message by faith in Christ, and they now needed to learn to grow in their faith and rely

on Christ for all things.GRACE IN THE CHURCH7 So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting

for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ:8 Who shall also confirm you unto the end, that ye may

be blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto

the fellowship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.Gifted by grace (I Cor. 1:7). The purpose of

spiritual gifts is to edify the church as a whole. Spiritual gifts are never given so a person can

use them for personal gain or benefit. We all benefit when each believer uses his or her gift in a

way that brings glory to God and blessing to the church. We cannot earn these gifts, nor can

we choose which ones we receive. The Holy Spirit grants them according to His purposes (cf.

12:11).When we use our gifts according to God’s purposes, we are enriched by the Holy Spirit

(vs. 5). We need not fear that we are ill-equipped; God will give us whatever we need to fulfill

His will.We must use our spiritual gifts faithfully and selflessly until Christ returns. As we serve

the Lord in this present day, we eagerly await His return. The return of Christ could happen at

any time, and we should always work with this in mind. Until He returns, however, we must rely

on the presence and power of the Holy Spirit to work in and through us as we faithfully obey

the will of God.Righteous by grace (I Cor. 1:8-9). Many Christians make the mistake of trying to

produce godliness on their own. There is simply no way we are ever going to produce good

works of our own volition. We often find ourselves doing what we know we should not do and

not doing what we know we should do (cf. Rom. 7:18-19).We do not have the ability to do

God’s will on our own. We need the Holy Spirit living in us and working through us to produce

holiness in our lives. The good news is that God promises to do exactly that for us. We are not

given the task of producing our own godliness.{We will never be able to stand before God

blameless on any merit we achieve. We must rely on God to sustain us.}Q5 We are never

going to be good enough (or good at all, for that matter) by attaining a level of greatness or

purity in our own strength or morality. If you find yourself trying really hard to be obedient only

to fall flat on your face time and time again, take heart. You can (and must) trust God to hold

you up and sustain you.God promises to sustain us and make us guiltless until the time when

Christ returns. Before God, we are all guilty. We have sinned and fallen short of His glory (Rom.

3:23). Nothing we do can change that fact. But if you have repented and trusted in Christ’s

sacrifice, He has erased your sin and has given you His righteousness. You can now stand

before God with no guilt. When God forgives your sin, He erases all record of it, and He will

never charge you with it again.We do not have to worry about the staying power of God’s

grace; He is faithful to do what He said He would do. God cannot lie (Num. 23:19; Titus 1:2;

Heb. 6:18), so we can have full confidence in everything in His Word. He has called us into the

fellowship of Jesus Christ and will equip us to stay there. It is His faithfulness, not ours, on

which His promises stand.HARMONY IN THE CHURCH10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no

divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same

judgment.11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the

house of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.12 Now this I say, that every one of you

saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ.13 Is Christ divided? was

Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?14 I thank God that I baptized

none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;15 Lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own

name.16 And I baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I

baptized any other.Quarreling in the church (I Cor. 1:10-11). {Paul now turns his attention to the

first major issue that he deals with in this letter: divisions.}Q6 He makes an appeal by the name



of Jesus Christ to each person in the Corinthian church to be united in Christ. The church is

not an individual effort, nor is it merely a collection of like-minded people striving for a common

goal. {That may describe some social clubs or community groups, but the church is unique

because it is the body of Jesus Christ on earth and represents Him to the world.}Q7In order to

prevent divisions from taking root, Paul tells the church to “be perfectly joined together in the

same mind and in the same judgment” (vs. 10). This does not discount the fact that the church

is made up of many different personalities, nor does it mean that we will agree on every little

point.Paul’s words are telling us that we are to take on the mind of Christ and to think of others

more highly than we think of ourselves (cf. Phil. 2:3-5). Every person in the church must judge

according to Scripture. We must aim to bring glory to God with all of our decisions, not only in

the decisions themselves, but also in the way we treat one another while we deliberate. We can

put on the mind of Christ only if we walk in the love of Christ.When Paul talks about divisions,

he is referring to anything that would cause a split in the church. Divisions can tear a church

apart, and we must guard at all costs against anything that would divide us. We should always

discuss any differences of opinion in a mature and godly way, keeping our focus on Jesus to

keep us humble. It is vital to be of the same mind and same judgment in decisions. None of us

are going to get our way all the time, and we must resolve to put our pride aside and work for

the good of the church.The report of division came from a group within the Corinthian church

led by a woman named Chloe. This group had reported to Paul that there was a lot of conflict

in the church and sought his help to rectify the problem. {Yet even while addressing this, Paul

refers to the people as his brothers, showing that we are still family even when we strongly

disagree with one another.}Q8 We should follow this pattern in our own conflicts by lacing our

words with grace.Favoritism in the church (I Cor. 1:12-13). Divisions often occur when people

become devoted to their favorite preacher or leader and ignore other godly teachers. When this

happens, people become more focused on the messenger instead of the message.{In Corinth,

different factions followed Paul, Apollos, and Peter.}Q9 They were devoted to their favorites,

although none of these men encouraged such a following. Paul reminds us that preachers are

merely messengers and are not to receive praise that belongs to God alone.The way to avoid

such division is for every church member to follow Christ in a cooperative effort. We are, of

course, to love our leaders and those God has called to oversee us. However, we should never

show favoritism. Christ is not divided, and the church that follows Him should not be, either. It

was Christ who was crucified for us, and we are baptized in the name of Jesus, not in the

name of Paul or anyone else. We should be united together in harmony as we serve the Lord

together.True perspective on baptism (I Cor. 1:14-16). Picking up on his final question in verse

13, Paul goes so far as to express his thanks that he did not baptize anyone in the Corinthian

church except two men, Crispus and Gaius. While on the surface this may sound like a very

unusual statement for a minister to make, Paul had a very important reason for it. He wanted to

communicate the intensity of his dislike for the favoritism of the Corinthians. {Though baptism

in itself is commanded by Jesus and is a good and joyous ordinance, Paul was thankful that he

himself had not baptized many people in Corinth, for it meant no segment of the membership

had cause to cling to him above other leaders in the church.}Q10Paul cringed at the idea of

someone in the church bragging that he was baptized by Paul or, worse yet, that he was

baptized in the name of Paul. The apostles had made it clear that we are to be baptized in the

name of Jesus (Acts 2:38), and Jesus specified that it is to be done in the name of the Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit (Matt. 28:19). The notion that anyone could be baptized in the name of a

mere human being is ridiculous and dishonors Christ, our true Saviour.As a last aside, Paul

notes that he did baptize the household of Stephanas but could think of no one else. There



was no need for correction on minor details from anyone who remembered otherwise. Paul’s

main point stood firm. The believers in Corinth should look to Jesus alone as their Leader and

unite in giving all honor to Him.—Robert Ferguson, Jr.QUESTIONSWhat does Paul assert at

the outset of this letter?What was so important about Paul’s claim to apostleship?What does it

mean to be sanctified?What is a saint?Why must we rely on God to sustain us and make us

blameless instead of trying to sustain ourselves?What was the major issue in Corinth that Paul

dealt with first in this letter?How is the church different from a social club or community group?

What does Paul’s choice to call the Corinthians “brothers” in verse 11 show us about

disagreements in the church?What was the cause of division in the Corinthian church?Why

was Paul glad that he had not baptized many in Corinth?—Robert Ferguson, Jr.Preparing to

Teach the LessonIn our first lesson for this quarter, Paul’s first concern for the church at

Corinth is their lack of unity. Reliable sources had apparently informed him that the believers

there had become divided into factions. Paul found their disunity extremely disappointing, since

it failed to properly reflect a unified devotion and service to Christ alone. Their divisions were

based on earthly loyalties to mere human leaders, and they cast shame upon the reputation of

Christ and His church.Paul desired that they be united in their doctrine and their spiritual

fellowship as a testimony to the unity of Christ Himself. There are not many christs, but only

one!TODAY’S AIMFacts: to realize that all Christians are called to unity in Christ through the

Holy Spirit.Principle: to understand the biblical basis of Christian unity.Application: to strive for

unity in Christ through the Holy Spirit with other true believers, no matter what their church

disagreements might be.INTRODUCING THE LESSONToday’s lesson is about divisions and

unity within the church as the body of Christ. Paul was earnestly concerned about the divisions

in the church at Corinth.Ask your class to share any personal stories they might have about

becoming estranged from people they were once close to. What were the reasons for their

estrangement? Have they since reconciled with that person? If not, why not?If we allow

estrangements and divisions between ourselves and others who are close to us, how can we

ever hope to make progress in healing the discord within our churches, within our

denominations, or between denominations? Promoting unity within the body of Christ must

begin with reconciling our estranged individual relationships with those who are closest to

us.DEVELOPING THE LESSON1. Greetings and blessings (I Cor. 1:1-9). Although Paul’s

greeting follows the common form of first-century letters, the content of his greeting is uniquely

Christian. First identifying himself as an apostle of Jesus Christ, he qualifies his apostleship as

being “through the will of God.” By this he means that he was sovereignly chosen to that office.

It was never his personal ambition to obtain the position of apostle. God made him one.Paul

next introduces Sosthenes as his brother in the faith as well as the co-author of this letter. This

was most likely the same Sosthenes who had been a ruler in the synagogue at Corinth. He

was beaten by the Greeks there during an insurrection by the Jews against Paul’s teachings

(cf. Acts 18:12-17). Apparently, he had since been converted and now accompanied Paul on

his missionary travels.In verse 2, Paul pointedly reminds the Corinthians that they have been

sanctified along with all Christians everywhere who call on the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,

who is Lord of both those in Corinth and those with Paul.After pronouncing both grace and

peace upon them, Paul speaks of his thankfulness for the Corinthian believers and prays that

God will endow them with the blessings they need to be faithful in their testimony of the gospel.

In verse 7, Paul touches on the subject of spiritual gifts, noting that his readers did not lack any.

Gifts will become a major topic in the later chapters of this epistle.2. Divisions and contentions

(I Cor. 1:10-13). Paul here begins the main body of his epistle. He pleads with the Corinthians

to be united in their testimony, to be “in the same mind and in the same judgment.” In other



words, to avoid all hint of divisions among themselves.Paul had apparently been informed by

messengers from Corinth about the factions that had formed among them. Portions of the

church there had begun dividing into cliques focused around human leaders such as Apollos,

Peter, and even Paul himself.Paul’s rebuke is vehement. He interrogates them with a series of

intense, and apparently sarcastic, questions (vs. 13). “Is Christ divided?” This may have been

asking essentially, Are there many christs, or only one? The apostle continues: Was Paul

crucified for them? Were they baptized in his name? The believers should be feeling ashamed

of their divisions—not bragging about them!3. Concerns over baptism (I Cor. 1:14-16). The

divisions among the Corinthians prompted Paul to express thanks that he himself had not

unwittingly contributed to these divisive allegiances by baptizing a large number of them while

he was there.Paul wanted the Corinthians to understand that it did not matter which particular

leader baptized an individual believer. No matter who performs the baptism, the believer’s

exclusive allegiance is to Christ alone, not to the person who baptized him or

her.ILLUSTRATING THE LESSONFollowing after human leaders as our chief loyalty divides

Christians. Believers should be united in fellowship based only upon Jesus Christ and the truth

of His gospel.CONCLUDING THE LESSONToday’s Christians should humbly thank God and

pray for one another rather than boastfully compare church facilities, church attendance, how

much money their church has, or even how theologically sophisticated their members are.God

is not pleased by such worldly priorities. We should not compete over earthly measures of

success but join together in pure, spiritual service to Christ.If a fellowship is few in number or

impoverished or less schooled in doctrine, it should spur others to loving concern and

generous help to build them up as they have need.As Paul writes elsewhere, our motivation

should be “for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the

body of Christ: till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,

unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph.

4:12-13).ANTICIPATING THE NEXT LESSONNext week’s lesson focuses on true spiritual

wisdom, which comes from God alone.—John Lody.PRACTICAL POINTSChristian workers

know the value of their fellow workers in ministry (I Cor. 1:1-2).Grace and peace for Christian

service are only available through faith in Christ (vs. 3).Gifted workers and ministries must be

purposeful about giving thanks to God (vss. 4-6).Rely on God’s strength daily for a life that is

pleasing to Him (vss. 7-9).The Holy Spirit unites people with different backgrounds, interests,

and opinions as one body advancing God’s kingdom (vs. 10).Some within the church are

contentious and divisive, but in the name of Christian unity we should rebuke those who seek

to cause divisions (vss. 11-16).—Cheryl Y. Powell.RESEARCH AND DISCUSSIONWhen

addressing conflicts between believers, how can it help to remind involved parties of our unity

in Christ?What is the relationship between “grace” and “peace”?Why do you think Paul

repeatedly refers to Jesus in the first 10 verses of I Corinthians? Discuss.Discuss both the

risks and benefits to the kingdom of God of so many Christian denominations operating in our

world today.—Cheryl Y. Powell.ILLUSTRATED HIGH POINTSThat ye come behind in no gift (I

Cor. 1:7)Canadian Adrian Pearce had cherished the present for forty-eight years, yet he had

never opened it. Bringing it out year after year, he placed it under his Christmas tree, then he

packed it away for another year.The gift was given to him by a high school girlfriend. The giver

was located and given the honor of unwrapping the present. Finally, a small book entitled “Love

Is” saw the light of day!It is not enough to know that we have been given gifts by God and to

remind ourselves periodically that we are thus blessed. Let us seek out the giver Himself to

open the gifts, use us, and reveal His love to the world. And let us not wait forty-eight years to

ask Him to do it!Ye be perfectly joined together (vs. 10)In the 1700’s, the first puzzles were



made to teach children geography. Maps were pasted onto wood and cut into pieces. By the

1900s, the industry introduced puzzles for adults. These were hard. The pieces did not

interlock and there was no guide picture on the box. In the 1950s and 60s, the Stave Puzzle

Company introduced another innovation: they used only original, one-of-a-kind, artwork. The

paintings were made specifically to be cut into a puzzle.A puzzle can illustrate truths about

God’s kingdom. We are each a small piece. When fit together, we show God’s full picture.

However, properly fitting together can be a challenge. The church’s original standard we are

striving to replicate is Jesus Himself, the perfect Son of God.—Therese Greenberg.Golden Text

Illuminated“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all

speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined

together in the same mind and in the same judgment” (I Corinthians 1:10).Paul opens his first

letter to the Corinthian church in his customary way, with greetings, thanksgiving, and

encouragement. He calls the members “saints,” and also warmly expresses his gratitude for the

faithfulness of God, who has blessed the church.In verse 10, however, Paul signals a serious

change in his tone with the little word “now.” Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament

Words (Nelson) also translates it as “but” or “even so.” Paul will spend the rest of the letter

addressing problems that threaten to undermine the church from within.Paul beseeches the

divided congregation, which he founded on his second missionary journey, to unite. “Beseech”

is a strong verb that means “to admonish” or “to plead earnestly.” In fact, the Bible uses a form

of this word to describe the ministry of the Holy Spirit, who calls us to Himself, through

conviction of sin, to give us comfort and counsel (cf. John 14:26).Paul further strengthens this

admonition by invoking the name of Jesus Christ. Here he appeals to a far higher authority

than even his own authority as an apostle; he calls upon the “name which is above every

name” (Phil. 2:9). This is the Lord himself, the Head of the church, who prayed that all His

followers be one in Him as He is one with the Father. In fact, this unity is the key to convincing

the world that God has really sent Jesus (John 17:21).Sadly, the church at Corinth was a

shameful picture of disunity. They had split into factions, each following a particular human

teacher. Some claimed loyalty to Paul; others to Cephas (the Aramaic name for Peter); and still

others to Apollos, “an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures” (Acts 18:24), who hailed

from Alexandria, Egypt. Another faction claimed exclusive loyalty to Christ.Now Paul fires off

three related commands in rapid sequence. He tells the Corinthians to “speak the same thing,”

cease their divisions, and be “perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same

judgment.”When Paul tells the church “to speak the same thing,” he instructs them to declare

the Word of God, and not to advocate their own opinions. Later in the letter, he warns them

“not to think of men above that which is written” (I Cor. 4:6). To elevate mere men beyond what

the Scriptures advise encourages false doctrine and promotes prideful, worldly wisdom.Finally,

Paul tells them to have the “same mind” and the “same judgment.” He is not suggesting that the

church has to agree on everything, but they must agree on the essential thing—that Christ

alone is the power and wisdom of God (I Cor. 1:24)! Their deep schisms would be healed if

they fully trusted in Christ alone. For the sake of unity, they should no longer aggressively

compete over which human teacher they preferred, but adopt the humble mind of Christ

Himself (cf. Phil. 2:2-8).—Mark Winter.Heart of the LessonAs Paul traveled through Greece on

his second missionary journey, he established the Corinthian church and ministered there for a

year and a half. Years later, he wrote a letter with an important message: God’s matchless

glory and abounding grace demand a radical break from sin. The Corinthians had shifted their

focus from Christ’s values to their culture’s values, from holiness and humility to worldliness

and pride. The church that Paul had built on the foundation of grace, instructed in pure



doctrine, and nurtured in love was in danger of breaking apart under the weight of cliques and

sinful lifestyles.1. Paul’s greeting (I Cor. 1:1-3). Pride had slipped into the Corinthian church and

threatened its unity and godly influence. Paul, therefore, began his letter by establishing his

authority as Christ’s apostle. He reminded his readers that they were saints, recipients of

Christ’s righteousness, and set apart by God in order to display His glory.In this letter, Paul

taught the Corinthians that God’s calling and grace had formed the foundation of their unity.

The Corinthian church was made up of both Jews and Gentiles, who usually did not get along.

As believers, however, their faith in Jesus had bonded them together as members of God’s

family. Peace and love, not rivalry or factions, should have characterized their church.2. God’s

gifts (I Cor. 1:4-9). Grace is the greatest gift anyone can receive from God. Unmerited,

undeserved, unending favor from God is what believers receive the moment they place their

faith in Jesus. Through Christ, believers have been reconciled to God the Father and placed in

His family.In this section, Paul reminded the Corinthian believers about the far-reaching effects

of God’s grace, including access to His throne through prayer and knowledge of His will in

Scripture. At the moment of salvation, the Corinthian Christians had received every spiritual

resource they needed to honor God. The Corinthian believers had received Jesus’

righteousness and the promise that they would one day stand before Him faultless and part of

His family forever (cf. Jude 1:24-25).3. The church’s division (I Cor. 1:10-16). If the greatest gift

Christians can receive is God’s grace, then the greatest affront to God is to ignore His grace.

The grace that had broken down the barrier between the Corinthians and God had also leveled

the dividing walls among the Corinthian believers. Unfortunately, the Corinthians had picked up

the bricks of pride and jealousy and started to rebuild thick walls of division in their church. So

Paul pleaded with them to remember their unity in Christ.When Paul planted the Corinthian

church, several gifted leaders helped him. The Jewish couple Priscilla and Aquila assisted Paul

in Corinth until they departed for Ephesus (cf. Acts 18:18-19). After Paul left Corinth, Apollos,

an eloquent teacher, ministered to the Corinthians. Unfortunately, instead of viewing Paul and

Apollos as servants of Christ, many Corinthian believers began to divide and make following

them, not following Christ in unity, their chief aim.Paul rebuked the Corinthians for their schisms

and reminded them that though he may have baptized a few of them, that act by no means

made him their god. No Christian leader should be given the allegiance that belongs to Jesus

alone.—Malia E. Rodriguez.World MissionsWhile visiting family, I attended the church of my

youth, the place where I had given my life to Jesus at fourteen. News of a split in the church

had reached me, but I was unprepared for the gloom that rested on the service and the

sadness I felt as I searched the faces of people I loved, godly people who had shared their

knowledge of the Bible with me and supported me with prayer.The division began when the

pastor’s daughter married the son of a deacon. The pastor was not happy, and he expressed

disdain for everyone who had attended the wedding. His family problems overflowed into the

church and caused the people to take sides. I left that service deeply saddened.Paul, in writing

to the Corinthians, felt a similar heartache. Word had come to him that there were contentions

among the believers at Corinth (I Cor. 1:11). Some followed the teachings of Paul, others

Apollos, and still others Peter. They argued over who should be followed.Appalled by discord

amongst these believers, Paul asked two thoughtful questions: “Is Christ divided? Was Paul

crucified for you?” (vs. 13). These questions were intended to shift the focus from their

differences and put it where it belongs—on the One who redeemed them.Church arguments

can be caused by many things—money, power, pride, worship style, cultural differences, and

so on. Matthew Henry makes the point that divisions in the church are “a very melancholy

evidence of the corruption and depravity of human nature” (Matthew Henry’s Commentary,



Hendrickson). Notwithstanding our sinful inclinations, we are called to glorify God in everything

we do, including and especially in our associations with other believers. Our love for one

another must transcend our personal differences because it identifies us as Jesus’ disciples

(John 13:35).Some disagreements are necessary. Concerning these, Charles Colson writes,

“Holding the church to its historic faith, both in its practices and institutions, is a necessary

corrective…. But shouldn’t this be done in love and with understanding, showing grace instead

of rancor?” (Being the Body, Thomas Nelson).Paul gives us a golden rule regarding disputes in

the church: “Not seeking my own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved” (I Cor.

10:33).As we offer ourselves to God daily as a living sacrifice (Rom. 12:1), He leads us to love

His people. He accomplishes this by placing an endless supply of His love in our hearts

(5:5).Believers are to be “perfectly joined together in the same mind” (I Cor. 1:10). This means

having the mind of Christ, who “took upon him the form of a servant” (Phil. 2:7). Paul pleaded

for unity in the church. But he did not appeal to them to live in peace for his own benefit; he

made his plea in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ (I Cor. 1:10), the highest authority.Our love

for one another pleases God. It is compared to “precious ointment” (Ps. 133:1-2) that was

poured upon the head of Aaron. We must do all we can, in whatever ministry God has given

us, to promote peace and avoid divisions.Missionaries, whether persecuted or at peace, must

always exhibit kindly affection for one another (Rom. 12:10).—Rose McCormick Brandon.The

Jewish AspectDuring the first century, the city of Corinth was one of the most important cities

in Greece due to its seaport location. It was the leading commercial city in southern Greece

and had an international and cosmopolitan way of life. The city’s population included Romans,

Greeks, Jews, and sea travelers from throughout the world. Corinth was known for its rampant

sexual immorality as well as idolatry and religions of all kinds. As a result of the city’s great

commerce, there were people of great wealth as well as many who were squalidly poor.The

church at Corinth reflected the city’s demographics, with a significant disparity between the rich

and the poor. The socioeconomic division was part of the friction and divisiveness within the

church. In addition, the church was divided into factions based on various teachers. “This

seems to be a list of the factions (i.e., Paul’s group, Apollos’ group, Peter’s group, Jesus’

group). Much has been made of the characteristics of the leaders (i.e., Paul = freedom party,

which included Gentiles by faith alone; Apollos = philosophical party; Cephas = Jewish

traditionalist or legalistic party, cf. 2 Cor. 11:18-33); Christ = those of special rank, calling,

giftedness, or spirituality (cf. possibly 2 Cor. 12:1)” ().Paul began his ministry at Corinth in the

synagogue. However, he soon sought another meeting place due to opposition by the Jews. A

large portion of the church in Corinth consisted of Gentile converts who were, however, familiar

with Jewish teachings. There were some Jews in the church as well.Paul’s letters often

included greetings that were in accord with both Greek and Jewish customs. He reproved the

Corinthian church for their divisions and exhorted them, by the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,

to be of one mind. In ancient Judaism, a name represented one’s character and authority. “Paul

will often (more than 17 times in the letter) refer to Jesus as the Lord Jesus Christ; it is well to

recall what the title means…. designating not only master and boss, but also the Lord revealed

in the Old Testament (known as Yahweh or Jehovah)” ().The Corinthians called on the name of

the Lord (I Cor. 1:2). And Abraham had called on the name of the Lord (Gen. 12:8; 13:4), as did

Isaac (26:25), Elijah (I Kgs. 18:24), and David (I Chr. 21:26).In calling the church at Corinth to

unity, Paul reminded them that “God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of

his Son Jesus Christ our Lord” (I Cor. 1:9). God’s faithfulness and dependability was a common

theme in the Hebrew Scriptures (Deut. 7:9, Ps. 36:5, Isa. 49:7). Paul said that they should not

have divisions and that there should be no schism in the body. “The ancient Greek word for



divisions is ‘schismata.’ Although we derive our English word ‘schism’ from this Greek word, it

does not really mean a ‘party’ or a ‘faction’, it properly means ‘tear or rend.’ Paul’s plea is that

they stop ripping each other apart, tearing up the body of Christ” ().Paul used the body as a

metaphor elsewhere in his letter to the church at Corinth. “For as the body is one, and hath

many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is

Christ” (I Cor. 12:12). He stated that the contentions and quarreling among them was akin to

dividing Christ. He implored them to be joined together in the same mind and judgment.—

Deborah Markowitz Solan.Guiding the SuperintendentCorinth, We Have a Problem! Paul was

troubled by what he had heard from some of the people in the church in this city (I Cor. 1:11).

He gets to the task quickly and encourages the church to change. First Corinthians will deal

with some of the key problems that have developed in the church since he left. He begins by

dealing with dissension that threatens to divide the young church.The first problem that Paul

addresses is a self-centered attitude that focuses on what separates them, not on what they

have in common—that they are a church. In the original language, the word for “church” means

“to be called out” (vss. 2, 9). Paul reminds the Corinthian believers what it means to be a

church or called-out ones.DEVOTIONAL OUTLINE1. Called to be holy (I Cor. 1:1-9). Paul

begins his letter on a positive note, reminding the church that they had been called by God; this

position they had in God despite their faults and failures. They were all called to be sanctified;

called to be saints. The idea behind this is that they were called to be set apart for God’s

service. A saint is a Christian, one who is very much alive and very much struggling to live a

God-pleasing life. God’s calling for all saints is a gracious gift that has “enriched” them with all

spiritual gifts. The idea of enrichment means that the saints are very wealthy in spiritual gifts

(cf. chapters 12-14).A major facet of being called to holiness is the divine promise that we will

be kept until the day of the Lord’s return. Believers are all called, set apart, enriched, and kept.

All this is no excuse for unholy living; it is, rather, the very basis for continued growth in our

relationship with God and others.2. Called to fellowship (I Cor. 1:10-16). The apostle points out

that not only were the Corinthian believers called to salvation but they were also called to

fellowship in God’s Son, Christ Jesus. This fellowship does not depend on their own efforts, but

on Christ’s faithfulness.This leads Paul to his first discussion of the problems in the church.

Instead of fellowshipping together in one mind, the Corinthians were dividing up into various

cliques, focused around their favorite preachers. Each clique claimed superiority for their

preacher over the others. Paul encouraged them to focus on what they all shared in common—

their relationship with Christ—not the things that might divide them.Paul fires off three key

questions, “Is Christ divided?, was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized into the name of

Paul?” (vs. 13). Paul went on to focus on the third question.In a hostile pagan city like Corinth,

to undergo Christian baptism was an especially clear sign that one was a follower of Christ,

and it opened one up to much persecution from the unsaved majority of the city. But Paul did

not come to Corinth to start his own religious club. He himself did not baptize many believers

there. He was not minimizing the value of baptism; he was just concerned that the people he

baptized might exalt him instead of Christ!CHILDREN’S CORNERMany children think that

being a Christian comes about by doing good things. This lesson should emphasize that being

a follower of Jesus is a matter of being called into a relationship, first with Jesus Himself (vss.

1-8), and then also with fellow believers (vss. 9-16).—Martin R. Dahlquist.LESSON 2MARCH

13, 2022SCRIPTURE LESSON TEXTI COR. 1:17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to

preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none

effect.18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which

are saved it is the power of God.19 For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and



will bring to nothing the understanding of the prudent.20 Where is the wise? where is the

scribe? where is the disputer of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this

world?21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased

God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.22 For the Jews require a sign,

and the Greeks seek after wisdom:23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a

stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;24 But unto them which are called, both Jews

and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.25 Because the foolishness of

God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than men.26 For ye see your

calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many

noble, are called:27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise;

and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;28

And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and

things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:29 That no flesh should glory in his

presence.30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and

righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:31 That, according as it is written, He that

glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.True WisdomLesson Text: I Corinthians 1:17-31Related

Scriptures: I Corinthians 2:1-16; Jeremiah 9:23-24; Romans 1:18-32; 11:33-36TIME: A.D.

55PLACE: from EphesusGOLDEN TEXT—“But God hath chosen the foolish things of the

world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the

things which are mighty” (I Corinthians 1:27).IntroductionDivision is a great enemy of any

church, whether at the individual level, the local level, or the denominational level. If we are to

avoid division and strive for unity, then there must be a uniting element that draws all Christians

together. The question is, what is that one thing that unites us? What is it that allows a

Christian who is visiting a congregation for the first time to walk in and commune with a group

of people he does not even know?According to Paul, the unifying element is the cross of Jesus

Christ. The cross is where we all met Jesus at the moment of faith and repentance. The cross

is where Christ satisfied the debt of sin we owed God by paying our just penalty. The cross is

where Jesus took our sins on His body and purchased our redemption (I Pet. 2:24). No matter

which church you belong to or which denomination you are in, the cross is where your spiritual

life began.LESSON OUTLINEPOWER FROM GOD—I Cor. 1:17-25CALLING FROM GOD—I

Cor. 1:26-29BOASTING IN GOD—I Cor. 1:30-31Exposition: Verse by VersePOWER FROM

GODI COR. 1:17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom

of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.18 For the preaching of the

cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.19

For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the

understanding of the prudent.20 Where is the wise? where is the scribe? where is the disputer

of this world? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?21 For after that in the

wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of

preaching to save them that believe.22 For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after

wisdom:23 But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the

Greeks foolishness;24 But unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the

power of God, and the wisdom of God.25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men;

and the weakness of God is stronger than men.The cross and baptism (I Cor. 1:17). Last

week’s lesson ended with what may seem like an unusual statement: Paul wrote that he was

glad that he had not baptized many of the Corinthians (vss. 14-16). In verse 17, he goes on to

explain his reasoning—that baptism was not the focus of his ministry, but rather preaching the

gospel.Before we go any further, it is necessary to state emphatically that Paul is not



disparaging or deemphasizing the importance of baptism. He is not saying that baptism was

not a concern of his ministry. Paul’s teaching in other passages clearly shows that he held

water baptism in high regard (cf. Rom. 6:1-4; Col. 2:11-12).{Paul’s point is not that baptism is

unimportant but that the message of the gospel takes precedence over it.}Q1 There is no

saving power in baptism, but people do come to faith through the gospel. An unbeliever who

gets baptized is still unsaved. Baptism is an act that follows salvation, not one that produces

salvation. {The emphasis of Paul’s ministry was to bring the gospel to the lost and bring them

to faith and repentance (cf. Acts 17:30-31; Rom. 10:9; II Cor. 7:10).}Q2Paul was also not

concerned with giving a polished presentation of the gospel. He did not want to display a flashy

oratory skill (though he surely had such skill as an ex-Pharisee) because he did not want to

detract from the plain facts of the gospel message, which is packed with the power to save.

High speech would have certainly impressed the Corinthians, who were steeped in Greek

culture and philosophy. But Paul recognized that in this environment, the power and glory of the

gospel would be detracted from if he tried to steal glory for himself through persuasive or fancy

speech.{The power of the gospel rests in Jesus’ completed redeeming work, the cross of

Christ (cf. John 19:30).}Q3 Paul did not want the Corinthians’ focus to be on his speaking

ability, but on God’s glory in the cross.The cross despised (I Cor. 1:18-19). The interests of the

world are diametrically opposed to the interests of God. Genuine love does not give a person

his harmful desires; it provides for his deepest needs. Christ met the world’s deepest need in

the cross, but on their own, the lost do not understand their need for redemption.{Because of

this, the world rejects the message of the cross and considers it to be foolish.}Q4 In the world’s

eyes, if a hero dies, he at least goes down fighting. It is honorable, if not glamorous, for the

hero to go out in a blaze of glory.But to the world, Christ was just a Jewish man, maybe a

prophet, who had no power or pride at all. He allowed Himself to be accused without defending

Himself and crucified without putting up a fight. If He did not have the power to defend Himself,

how could He have the power to rise from the grave?Jesus is the epitome of meekness.

Meekness, of course, does not necessarily imply weakness; the strongest people in the world

can exhibit that quality. But it cannot be denied that Jesus allowed Himself to appear weak in

the eyes of His enemies. He let them have their way with Him and did not do all He could have

to counter the impression of His defenselessness. Why?Jesus could have destroyed His

enemies and annihilated those who crucified Him. He could have led a parade through the

streets of Jerusalem and gained a national following for Himself. That would certainly have

been impressive by the world’s standards! But if He had gone that route, we would still be dead

in our sins. We needed Jesus to die on the cross, bearing our sins for us and taking our

punishment and sentence of death.{While the world considers the message of the cross to be

foolish, believers understand it to be the power of God.}Q5 In the apparent weakness of the

cross, the power of God for our salvation played out and was made manifest. It is by the power

of Jesus’ cross that God destroys worldly wisdom.The cross and the world’s foolishness (I Cor.

1:20-21). After establishing that the cross of Christ is the power of God for the Christian, Paul

then turns his attention to the wise, the scribes, and the great debaters in Corinth. Like a

gunslinger in the Old West, he boldly calls them out to expose their weakness in the face of the

power of God.God did not consult with those whom the world considers wise when it came to

the plan of salvation. God does not need, nor does He want, the counsel of man on anything.

We have nothing to contribute to the mind of God.There is no one who is wise enough to

debate with God, and it is better to be called a fool for God by the world than to be called a fool

for the world by God. A wise person knows that anything apart from God is foolish, so he does

not engage in worldly pursuits.The cross and the world’s expectations (I Cor. 1:22-24). The



contrast between the world’s thinking and God’s thinking is astonishing. Man is impressed by

things with high entertainment value. As a society, we spend billions of dollars on various forms

of amusement.{For the Jews of Paul’s day, the most impressive thing was miraculous signs

from God.}Q6 Jesus’ opponents were constantly looking for a sign from Him that would prove

to them that He was sent from God (cf. Matt. 12:38-42; 16:4; John 6:30). And out of mercy and

compassion, Jesus gave them many signs. The Gospels contain many miracles, all of which

served as signs that Jesus is the Son of God. Sadly, no matter what they saw, the Jewish

authorities of Jesus’ day were never satisfied.{The Greeks were more impressed by worldly

wisdom than they were by signs.}Q7 Not concerned with visible demonstrations of power,

Greek culture was fascinated by philosophers and orators who could provide knowledge to the

masses. The Greeks were very much in love with knowledge and human reasoning.In spite of

both Jewish and Greek rejection of the message of the cross of Christ, Paul reaffirms that he

and those with him were committed to preaching the gospel. Human opinion, whether hostile

or affirming, should have nothing to do with what Christians proclaim. Truth is truth regardless

of how it is perceived by others.As far as the Jews were concerned, the cross was a stumbling

block. The Greek word for this is skandalon, from which we get the word “scandal.” {To the

Jews, there was something scandalous about the cross of Christ. They were offended by it.}Q8

What they perceived as an instrument of torture and death was used by God as an instrument

of deliverance and salvation.{The Greeks, on the other hand, considered the preaching of the

cross to be foolish. They did not understand it, nor did they care to.}Q9 They had absolutely no

interest in listening to such nonsense, as they were much too wise to accept such a

counterintuitive message. They failed to see the power in a message that, to them, looked like

a failure. The foolishness of the crucifixion made them unable to even consider the further

proclamation of Christ’s resurrection.Paul states that for believers, the cross is neither

scandalous nor foolishness, but the power and wisdom of God. The cross is a tremendous sign

of God’s sovereignty, power, and love. It is also emblematic of God’s wisdom. The wisdom of

the world mocked Jesus by telling Him to save Himself from the cross, but the wisdom of God

demanded that He stay put and surrender His life in order to redeem sinners from their penalty.

Believers understand that it can hardly be considered a failure, as Jesus was raised from the

dead three days after He died, and He is alive forevermore.The difference between first-

century Jews, Greeks, and Christians is quite clear. Jews were in love with signs, Greeks were

in love with wisdom, but Christians are in love with Jesus.The cross and its greatness (I Cor.

1:25). There is no comparison between the wisdom and strength of God and the wisdom and

strength of the world. Paul states that the foolishness of God is greater than the wisdom of men

and the weakness of God is stronger than the power of men.Of course, there is no actual

foolishness or weakness in God. God is omnipotent (all-powerful) and omniscient (all-knowing).

Paul is speaking comparatively here, showing that nothing humans can do is worthy of

comparison next to God. Men may consider God to be weak and foolish, but they prove their

own foolishness and weakness when they oppose Him.CALLING FROM GOD26 For ye see

your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many

noble, are called:27 But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise;

and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;28

And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and

things which are not, to bring to nought things that are:29 That no flesh should glory in his

presence.Called by God (I Cor. 1:26-27). Paul calls on the Corinthians to consider themselves

in light of God’s calling. Not many of them were considered wise, strong, or noble by the

world’s standards. God is not out recruiting the cream of the crop and leaving everyone else



out in the cold. He is looking for people who will by His grace bring glory to His name. The Lord

specializes in using people the world would pass over because this displays His glory and

power.God chooses the things the world considers foolish and uses them to display the

foolishness of the world. The Lord can use anyone who has come to faith in Him. He is not

limited by our weaknesses. By faith, Christ is our strength, which means we can do everything

God calls us to do (cf. Phil. 4:13).Exalted by God (I Cor. 1:28-29). Many of the Corinthian

believers were not considered intelligent or strong by the elitists of their day. They were not

great scholars, philosophers, or speakers. God saw value, however, in people whom the world

had rejected. He chose the ones the world despised and used them for His mighty purposes.

While history has forgotten the names of those faithful Corinthian Christians, heaven never will.

They are still enjoying the eternal life that God gave them.God can take someone who is

considered nothing by society and use that person to glorify Himself. He has taken some of us

off the trash heap of our world and given us powerful and impressive assignments as His

ambassadors. Sometimes He uses us to do things that the world considers productive or great,

leaving them befuddled and making it difficult to deny His power and glory. But believers know

that we cannot brag about our accomplishments. We were helpless and hopeless without

God.BOASTING IN GOD30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us

wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:31 That, according as it is

written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.Identity in Christ (I Cor. 1:30). The key to our

success as Christians is our new identity in Christ. And even that identity is not something we

achieved. It is because of God that we are saved, as we could not come to God on our own.

We had to be drawn by Him (cf. John 6:44).Our salvation is completely the work of God. It is

the grace of God that saves and keeps us. We are saved by faith (Eph. 2:8), live by faith (Hab.

2:4), and walk by faith (II Cor. 5:7). Everything that is worth having is found in Christ, as Jesus

has become our wisdom by opening our eyes to His true worth. We no longer rely on worldly

pleasures or power. We trust in Christ for everything.
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Teresa Robinson, “Where there is a will there is away. During this pandemic, we have not been

able to pick up our Sunday school material from the church as normal. I decided to look for

books online and came across this particular one. I have been traveling in and out of state and

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/e/Eaoo/OPMw/qBMDq/Bible-Expositor-and-Illuminator-Union-Gospel-Press


needed a book before it could actually be delivered to me. I cherish this online book and have

shared the information with family and friends as well as fellow parishioners.”

INDY GIRL, “A wonderful fully expounded study of God's Word. I'm so glad I found this

commentary. Our church used to use this publication for our Sunday School lessons. But they

dropped it some years ago, which was very disappointing to me. I love it because it's so

detailed and offers much more insight and overall study of God’s word. I like that it includes

modern day life applications and even includes the Jewish connection to these Christian

studies.  Thank you Lord for showing me how to find it after all these years!!”

psalms31, “union gospel press books. I love these books every 3 months. I have learned a lot

of the bible through them. When teaching I find it easy to locate my previous page. I never

loose my place during an teaching session. I will continue to purchase, thank you”

David E Gordon Jr, “Buy! Right Now!. By far, the most in depth Sunday School lesson

commentary available! I teach an adult class using a different publication and this Bible

Expositor and Illuminator gives me more than enough additional material to effectively teach for

understanding and life application. Extremely happy now that it is available in digital format. A

must have for teachers and Bible students. Now just wish they would publish an annual edition

instead of quarterly.  Recommendation = BUY!”

Robert W Strong, “A Healthy Weekly Biblical Meal. Been using this Bible curriculum for “years!”

If you want to grow in God’s Word, a consistent weekly diet of Bible Expositor and Illuminator

will really help. Then discussing the Scripture in a Sunday School/Study Group locks in the

learning even more.Weekly lesson is presented in 8 separate commentaries plus study

questions. I try to read Scripture passage + 1 of 8 commentaries each day. After 7 days of the

Scripture passage & all 8 commentaries, “I Got It!”This is my absolute favorite since 1985.~Dr.

Rob, D.Min”

Calvin D. Senechal, “It makes a good daily devotional and gives great insight into what the ....

The digital version of this book is much easier to read than the printed book. It makes a good

daily devotional and gives great insight into what the Bible means. My church uses this for an

adult Sunday school class which encourages discussion. I have used this material for 30

years.  I have used other Curriculum.  Union Gospel Press stands out as one of the best.”

Dee Richardson, “A Sunday School Teacher's Best Tool. Love, love the fact that I can

download my Sunday School book and take it with me anywhere I go. Anytime I have a few

minutes throughout the day, I can read over the lesson, highlight, bookmark, make notes, etc to

prepare for my class. In addition I also have various Bible translations and a dictionary

downloaded. I also plan to download my favorite commentary and Bible dictionary, then

everything I need to study is on my Kindle.”

E. M, “Five Stars. Use this for bible study, very detailed”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Brilliant. Quick, easy and reliable - always to hand I Fully recommend this

for any busy person who has to study on the move.”

Ebook Tops Reader, “Glad it's here now. Long awaited. Glad it's here now.”
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